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Winner, The Man Booker Prize, 2015On December 3, 1976, just before the Jamaican general
election and two days before Bob Marley was to play the Smile Jamaica Concert, gunmen
stormed his house, machine guns blazing. The attack nearly killed the Reggae superstar, his
wife, and his manager, and injured several others. Marley would go on to perform at the free
concert on December 5, but he left the country the next day, not to return for two years.Deftly
spanning decades and continents and peopled with a wide range of characters - assassins,
journalists, drug dealers, and even ghosts - A Brief History of Seven Killings is the fictional
exploration of that dangerous and unstable time and its bloody aftermath, from the streets and
slums of Kingston in the 1970s, to the crack wars in 1980s New York, to a radically altered
Jamaica in the 1990s. Brilliantly inventive and stunningly ambitious, this novel is a revealing
modern epic that will secure Marlon James' place among the great literary talents of his
generation.

Books & Culture“Excellent collection of short stories. . . . This is a beautiful book.” About the
Author David Bentley Hart is a philosopher, theologian, writer, and cultural commentator who
has taught at the University of Virginia, Duke University, and the University of Notre Dame. His
other books include The Beauty of the Infinite: The Aesthetics of Christian Truth; A Splendid
Wickedness and Other Essays; and Atheist Delusions: The Christian Revolution and Its
Fashionable Enemies, which was awarded the Michael Ramsey Prize in Theology in 2011.
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JenP, “A highly ambitious but challenging book. A Brief History of Seven Killings won the 2015
Man Booker Prize and, having read all the other candidates, I can say that there is no question
that it deserved to win. But, it is not a book for everyone and I will do my best to explain why. The
book is broken into 5 major sections spanning over 30 years. It is a novel about an unstable and
terrifyingly dangerous time in Jamaican history. Chapters are told from the perspective of dozens
of characters including gang members, CIA operatives, a Rolling Stone Journalist, an
unemployed Jamaican woman, gang bosses, and even a ghost who interjects occasionally with
reflections on death. James primarily relies on stream-of-consciousness to piece together the
history of that time through the eyes of multiple narrators. The novel begins in 1976, the day
before Bob Marley, his wife, and manager were shot in the singer’s home. The three survived the
attack and James’ novel speculates on the events that lead up to the attempted murder and the
aftermath. Through these events James takes us deep into the heart of the Jamaican ghettos in
Kingston and immerses us in a world of gang violence, political maneuvering and corruption,
and drugs.So why was is it a challenging book? First off, it’s a long book at close to 700 pages
and it begins with a 4-page, and much needed, “cast of characters.” So before you even crack
open the narrative, you can tell it will be a complex book. The sheer number of characters is
dizzying especially since many of them have gang names that are hard to keep straight in your
head –like Heckle, Bam-Bam, Funky Chicken, Leggo Beast, Funnyboy, Buntin-Banton, Dishrag,
and so on.Second, the use of patois makes it hard to read. As I mentioned earlier, James uses
stream of conscious style throughout and since so many of the characters are gang members,
they use patois and slang that is initially hard to understand. As the novel progresses, you
eventually get the hang of it but it is initially quite challenging and you should be warned that it is
quite obscene. Take this exchange between Nina (an unemployed woman who hopes to use the
singer to leave Jamaica) and two policemen:Wee willie – cho r’asscloth.Broke a heel. And the
damn shoes was not cheap. S*** r’ass –-Then hi, a way dis den ‘pin we? Coolie duppy?-It h’are
the pretty-heat coolie duppy h’eye h’ever see.This is the typical dialogue you get for a majority of
the book.Finally, this book is VIOLENT! The title of the book will give you a clue that this book
isn’t all puppies and roses, but the extent of the violence in all its forms (sexual, physical, and
emotional) was at times very challenging to read. A LOT of people die in this book and often in
very gruesome ways. Rape and sexual assault are frequent. So if you are sensitive to violence
and graphic sexual descriptions, you may struggle with this book.So, why the 4 stars? The book
is truly stunning and highly ambitious – and the author is successful in what he sets out to
achieve. It’s probably unlike anything else you will ever read and it is eye-opening in a terrifying
way. James really immerses you in both the Jamaican ghetto and Jamaican politics in the late
1970s. He makes you live and breath this unstable and violent time. The novel is amazingly
complex and highlights corruption and complicated relationships between gang leaders,
government officials, and CIA operatives that existed at the time of this story. A Brief History of



Seven Killings is based, in part, on real-life events. The Shower Posse ruled Jamaica in the
1960s and 70s and spread their influence to the US in the 1980s through drug trafficking –
controlling much of the crack cocaine supply in New York and Miami (this is covered in the later
half of the book). Furthermore, the political rivalry was very much a fact in Jamaica in the 1970s
along with the use of gangs by politicians for their own political gain.I have a hard time with
violence in books and this was probably one of the most violent books I’ve ever read. But, the
violence and obscenity serves a purpose. Interestingly, as awful as many of the narrators are,
they are that way because of circumstances that existed before they were born and that are
reinforced by sociopolitical and economic factors. At times you find yourself horrified by a
sensation of empathy for certain characters. One minute you are rooting for them and the next
minute they are committing horrendous acts. Some of the dialogue is even quite funny and as
the reader you find yourself questioning what is wrong with you since you are laughing at some
awful things.I wouldn’t recommend this book to everyone for the points I mentioned earlier. If you
are very sensitive to things like violence, graphic sexual descriptions, and obscene language
you will have a hard time with the book. But, if you can tolerate those things then A Brief History
of Seven Killings is a fascinating and difficult read that will stay with you for a long time.”

Geoffrey Philp, “The Long Awaited "Great Jamaican Novel". When New York Times Michiko
Kakutani described A Brief History of Seven Killings as “epic in every sense of that word,” I
thought my reaction would be similar to Dr. Johnson’s response to another epic, Paradise Lost:
“None could have wished it a word longer.” Coming in at just under seven hundred pages with a
cast of at least seventy-six named characters from the laconic Josey Wales to the inscrutable
Nina Burgess, A Brief History of Seven Killings spans three decades of Jamaican history during
the post-independence era.While A Brief History of Seven Killings could be reduced to the
chronicle of Rolling Stone journalist, Alex Pierce, who stumbles on to information about the
assassination of Bob Marley, which puts his own life in danger, that would be only one of the
plots. And such a reductionist view would be a grave injustice to this monumental work. For
Marlon James is updating many of the questions raised in Jamaican classics such as Brother
Man, an exploration of the influence of Rastafari; Voices Under the Window, which captured the
race, class, and colour conflicts of Jamaican culture, and The Children of Sisyphus, a
Dantesque vision of a Jamaican ghetto.James is also asking questions that affect the life of
every Jamaican at home and abroad: Why was the CIA involved in the destabilization of the
Jamaican government from 1972-79? Why did the peace movement fall apart? Why would
anyone try to kill the famed prophet of reggae and Rastafari? Only a writer with the prodigious
talent and assiduous attention to the craft of storytelling that Mr. James possesses could have
attempted such an ambitious project and created this spellbinding narrative. As someone who
lived through those turbulent times and who is knowledgeable about the facts, rumors, and half-
truths about the attempted assassination, I was impressed not only by James’s approach, but
also with his treatment of the events surrounding December 3, 1976.Perhaps, the most



intriguing aspect of this novel is the shift in perspectives. Just when I thought I knew a character
such as Josey Wales, the brutal leader of the Storm posse, I found myself in the middle of a
tender scene between him and his son: “I smile with the boy so that he don’t feel like I
threatening him too much, but he is sixteen now, and I still remember sixteen, so I know the
hunger growing in him. All this talking back is moving from a little cute to a little threat. Part of it
sweet me, seeing this little s*** puff him chest out.” Or another killer, Weeper, who reads books
such as Bertrand Russell’s The Problems of Philosophy and will not hesitate to murder and
maim, yet still finds time to enjoy moments with his lover: “He thinking I going to be the one to
look away first, but I not going look away and I not going to even blink.”A Brief History of Seven
Killings, which was dubbed the “Great Jamaican Novel” by Fader, has rightly earned this title. For
even after six hundred and eighty eight pages, I was still concerned about the fates of Alex
Pierce and the enigmatic changeling, Nina Burgess. Or whatever she calls herself these days.”

Des Cooper, “Excellent novel. A very rewarding read.. Although it can be difficult to follow, and
the narration by a multitude of characters can at times be difficult to follow (fortunately there is a
cast list at the beginning which needs a fair bit of reference), this is an excellent novel which is
well worth the effort to get through. I read fairly intermittently, which is perhaps not the easiest
way to approach this rather complicated text, in which it is not always clear how the various
narratives are related. However, I was still gripped to the end. Yes - it's rather violent, and yes -
there's a fair amount of swearing, but if you're happy to watch Tarantino movies you're hardly
going to be shocked by the content of this book. The Jamaican dialect is wonderful to read and
not particularly difficult to decipher, so I can't really understand those reviewers who say it put
them off the book, and having not had much of a clue about Jamaica and its politics over recent
decades, the novel is also rather informative in this respect.”

autodidact, “A Brutal, Violent Novel of Jamaica. An extremely ambitious novel, where the
ambition is slightly greater than the execution. The novel centres on events around the Bob
Marley Peace Concert in 1976, an attempt to stop the violence between the supporters of the
People's National Party and those of the Jamaica Labour Party. At the time the PNP was
fostering closer ties with Cuba and the CIA was involved in attempts to destabilise the country
and the PNP leader Norman Manley. Two days before the concert an assassination attempt was
made upon Marley's life.The novel uses the difficult device of narration in the present tense, so
events unfold as seen by participants, giving an immediacy to the story.. The narration changes
between a large number of characters, and one of the difficulties for the reader is remembering
who each narrator is, though this becomes easier as you become better acquainted with them.
There is quite an extensive use of Jamaican patois, familiar to me from inner city Manchester in
the 70's, but I don't think there is any difficulty understanding the narrative.Don't be misled by the
title of the novel; the title is explained near the end, but the novel itself is not brief, nor are there
only seven killings. Life in the ghettoes of Kingston in all its brutality is portrayed, though the



setting itself is fictional. Not a novel for the squeamish.But despite not being a complete
success (in my opinion and pace the Booker judges), it is still a formidable work and deserves to
be read.”

Doyen, “The Great Jamaican Novel. I have zero interest in Bob Marley and hence hesitated to
read this. However, I thought I'd give it a go on the strength of having enjoyed James's other
books. In actual fact, this has no more in common with James's other books than they have with
each other (which is to say that this shares the graphic imagery, coarse language and forays into
Patois, but in terms of narrative style and subject matter could hardly be more different from his
other books), and Bob Marley is, in many ways, a peripheral character, albeit he is also a
common thread that ties disparate narratives together.The book is a convoluted shaggy dog
story, taking place over decades and across geographies, with a sometimes bewildering cast of
characters. However, once immersed I found the events highly compelling and the effort well
rewarded. I have seen this described as the "great Jamaican novel", which I think is a fairly apt
summary of what has been achieved here.”

Loveshoes, “wow-a masterpiece. I think this is the first book I've ever given 5 stars to, I was
initially put off reading it by other reviews, but following an engaging documentary about the
author downloaded it. It's a very large body of work and does as other reviewers mention contain
a lot of violence. However amongst the gangs, politics, drug cartels and poverty it also contains
the astounding and true story of an attempted assassination of a music legend, a huge insight
into how everything impacted on the future, and most of all really engaging characters. Each
chapter is from a different characters perspective and is really written as such, no matter how
bad they are, when they are talking you are on their side.And it has a great ending!”

The book by David Bentley Hart has a rating of 5 out of 4.2. 2,313 people have provided
feedback.
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